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SHARE Fund - Executive Brief 

1. The community SHARE Fund serves. 
SHARE Fund serves very low-income, low-income, and moderate-income residents of 
Rochester, East Rochester, and Gonic.  People are helped without regard to religion, race, 
ethnicity, national origin, sexual preference, or any other form of personal categorization.   

2. How does SHARE Fund determine if someone is eligible for financial aid? 

SHARE Fund caseworkers interview each client who must prove residency in the above 
mentioned census tract.  Clients provide income information for each resident in a 
household and must show temporary and emergency financial need by producing monthly 
living expense information.  (Usually in the form of bills.) 

3. How does SHARE Fund use donations? 
One hundred percent of a donation is used to provide some form of financial aid.  We use 
your donation to pay a vendor’s bill on behalf of a client, or it is used to purchase food for 
Gerry’s Pantry.  Generous benefactors pay our minimal operating expenses and we are 
staffed exclusively by volunteers.  This unique organizational structure eliminates payroll 
and other employee expenses.  SHARE’s facilities are provided either for free as at Our 
Lady of the Holy Rosary’s campus, or at a minimal cost at our operations in the Rochester 
Community Center.  SHARE gives the city a minimalist stipend for utilities costs. 

4. How many clients does SHARE Fund serve each year? 

In total, there are approximately 17,400 instances of financial aid provided each year.  
Gerry’s Pantry “visits” account for approximately 5,500 instances of residents served each 
year.  (Please see items 7, 8, 9 below for details)  The Community Clothing Shop serves 
approximately 10,000 “shoppers” each year.  SHARE Fund Office helps approximately 
1,800 residents each year of which well over 300 are residents facing eviction from their 
home.  In some situations, we are helping people in more than one financial aid area, 
which accounts for the surprisingly high total number of instances of aid given. 

5. In addition to Gerry’s Emergency Food Pantry and the Community Clothing Shop, what 
other types of financial aid does SHARE Fund provide to Rochester residents?  

When a financial emergency arises, SHARE assists qualified people with temporary 
financial aid to avoid becoming homeless, electric bills, home heating fuel bills, access to 
healthcare including doctor visits, medical equipment, prescription drugs, dental bills, 
optical prescriptions, and a number of other basic living needs.  

6. How much financial aid does SHARE Fund give each year?  
Over $80,000.00 each year.  

7. How many meals does Gerry’s Pantry give to clients each year?  
Over 225,000 meals each year in the form of groceries for families.  

8. How many families does Gerry’s Pantry serve each month?  
The pantry serves approximately 150 families each month.  

9. How many residents does Gerry’s Pantry serve each month?  
Approximately 450 residents each month.  

10. How many Clients does the Community Clothing Shop serve each month?  
Approximately 200 Families.  That number translates into approximately 750 people each 
month or 10,000 people each year.  (Over 90,000 items distributed each year) 

11. How much financial aid has SHARE Fund given since it began in 1991.  
Approximately one million dollars in financial assistance since established n 1991. 

12. Describe the demographics of the clients served by SHARE Fund.  
a. On average, 40% of the heads of households are men and 60% are women.  
b. Thirty-five percent of our clients are dependents.  
c. Of the Dependents in the households we serve…:  

i. Approximately 70% are children 
ii. Approximately 30% are over eighteen and/or elderly. 

“Helping people in our community maintain dignity through difficult 

financial times and giving them hope through sharing.” 


